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Struggling town revived

Costato
giving JL

d Comir

GEELONG’S very own
fresh produce company,
the Costa Group, recently
expanded its tomato pro-
duction interstate, a move
set to rejuvenate a north-
ern New South Wales
township.

The family business be-
gan building truss-tomato
greenhouses early last year
in Guyra, a town of 2000
people in the state’s north-
ern tablelands.

The business started
producing tomatoes in
August last year on 5Sha, a
figure which is set to
increase to 10ha in June
and eventually 20ha by the
middle of next year.

The tomatoes are the
“top of the range” division
at Costa and are marketed
as “Blush”.

Blush national supply
manager Brett Jackson
said the Costa Group
needed a lot of light in
order to p:odur:c t}:lt best

possible flavoured
atoes.

The group needed a site
which had a cool climate,
but high average hours of
sunlight so the ex-abattoir
town proved a perfect lo-
cation.

“It’s much easier to heat
a greenhouse than it is to
cool it, so the climate in
Guyra was important,” Mr
Jackson said.

The mix of extended
natural light and a tem-
perature nrely nmd{ng
30 degrees is a combin-
ation not seen before,

The greenhouse cost
about $15 million and is
the largest and most ad-
vanced in Australia.

It produces between
$12.5 million and
$20.8 million gross worth
of tomatoes annually.

Director of Guyra firm
Jackson’s Property and
Lilvestpck Michael Jackson

tom-

said the town was more
than 1300m above sea level
and was exposed to some of
the longest annual hours of
sunlight in the world.

“The business has been
warmly welcomed by the
community and their
feedback has been ex-
tremely positive,” Mr
Jackson said.

The site employs 60
people, most of whom are
members of the local com-
munity.

That figure is set to
reach more than 200 once
stage three is complete.

Several rural businesses
have since opened as a
direct result of the Costa
Group beginning pro-
duction in the area.

Costa sources most of its
material locally — agri-
cultural goods, fertilisers,
farming equipment — so
the impact on the com-
munity has been enor-
mous.

‘The tully-owned and op-
erated family business has
today grown into one of
the country’s largest
wholesalers and exporters
of fresh produce.

“They (Costa Group)
were looking for a suitable
site, and we were able o
give them that. It’s a hell of
a place,” Mr Jackson said.

Blush premium tom-
atoes, grown in Guyra, are
now available at leading
retailers across Geelong.

“They (Costa
Group) were
looking fora
suitable site,
and we were
abletogive
themthat. It's a
hell of a place.”




JUICY TARGET: Geelong's Costa Group is bringing a tomato
boom to a struggling NSW town.




